Help Your Specialty Reach New Frontiers in Patient Care
Take a moment to look around your office. The technology, medications, surgical techniques and anesthesia you use to treat your patients were not possible just a few years ago. Research and education made these advances possible. Research and education allow the specialty to grow, reaching new frontiers in patient care. Future innovations include tissue engineering, wound healing, emerging technologies, and pain management--the innovation needed to develop new, amazing ways to treat our patients. 

You budget for rent, salaries, insurance and equipment. What is your budget for innovation? What is your budget to ensure the best future care of your patients? With a gift to the OMSF Annual Campaign, called REAP, you are supporting new innovation, vital to patient care.

Gifts to REAP, which stands for Research and Education Advance Patient care, provide annual support for research and education, the cornerstones of the future of our specialty. OMSF initiated the REAP campaign to ensure that our specialty will have the funds necessary to support meaningful research and education now and in the future. The potential for REAP is enormous: if each oral and maxillofacial surgeon invested just $1,500 to $2,000 a year, this would provide $6 to $12 million on an annual basis for OMSF’s research fund. 

For oral and maxillofacial surgery to distinguish itself and advance, relative to its competition, we must fund our own research and at a level far surpassing anything that we have done previously. Our hope to keep up and take advantage of today’s scientific advances is to be a part of this revolution and find solutions in those areas that will help our patients. REAP is our way to do that. Since its inception in 2005, REAP has raised nearly $600,000.

OMSF has given more than $8 million back to the specialty since 1985 in research awards, fellowships and specialty-related projects, such as the Third Molar Study. Surgeons who receive research awards from OMSF are able to use this support as seed money for additional funding from outside sources for more research. In a recent OMSF survey, recipients of 18 OMSF Research Support grants informed us that they, in total, had received more than $15 million in additional funding from outside sources. 
Dr. Stephen Feinberg is a prime example. The focus of recent research of Dr. Feinberg, from the University of Michigan at Ann Arbor, is two-fold: (1) the development of a "smart" ex vivo produced oral mucosa equivalent (EVPOME), for which he and his colleagues at the University of Michigan have garnered National Institutes of Health (NIH) support and an investigator-initiated IND from the FDA Center for Biologic Research and Evaluation (CBER) to perform human clinical trials. The result of this new development: a smart substance capable of yielding vascular ingrowth that also has the anatomic and handling properties of native oral mucosa. The research originated from an AAOMS Research Grant he received in 1985-86; (2) the tissue engineering of a temporomandibular joint for reconstructive surgery which is also funded by the National Institutes of Health (NIH) and was initiated with seed money that he received from an Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery Foundation Research Support Grant in 1998. Dr. Feinberg was the recipient of the OMSF Research Recognition Award in 2004.
To make a gift to REAP, download a giving form or make a gift online at www.omsfoundation.org.

